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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /040W 

071331 

R 202140Z AUG 76 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 692 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

UNCLAS QUEBEC 207 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: JOE CLARK TREADS WATER IN QUEBEC 

1 . JOE CLARK TOLD SMALL MEETING OF QUEBEC CP CONSERVATIVE 

PARTY MEMBERS ON EVENING AUGUST 18 THAT TIME NOT PROPITIOUS 
FOR P.C. TO ENTER QUEBEC PROVINCIAL POLITICS. IN HIS OPINION, 

UNION NATIONALE STILL PLAYING IMPORTANT ROLE AS PROVINCIAL 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY. CLARK REVEALED THAT HE HAD MEETING WITH 
UN LEADER RODRIGUE BIRON EARLIER IN WEEKS, BUT DODGED QUESTION 
ON ITS CONTENT. (WILL BE RECALLED THAT UN PLAYED IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN DIEFENBAKER VICTORY IN 1958.) 

2. PRUDENT IN REPLYING TO QUESTIONS FROM AUDIENCE, 

INTER ALIA, CLARK SAID HE PREFERED AWAIT OUTCOME OF TRIBUNAL 

BEFORE EXPRESSING OPINION ON AIR CONTROLLERS ISSUE. IN SMALT. 

CONCESSION TO QUEBECOIS SENSIBILITIES, HE SAID, IF SECURITY 

WAS NOT ENDANGERED, HE COULD SEE NO OBJECTION TO BILINGUAL AIR 

TO GROUND COMMUNICATION IN QUEBEC. CLARK DEMURRED IN COMMENTING 

BIBEAU REPORT ON BILINGUALISM IN CIVIL SERVICE CLAIMING HE HAS 

NOT YET HAD TIME TO READ IT 

3. ONE PARTY MEMBER WHO WAS PRESENT AT MEETING TOLD US THAT 
CLARK STILL ENGAGED IN ATTEMPT TO UNITE SQUABBLING FACTIONS OF 
QUEBEC WING OF HIS PARTY. THIS INFORMANT CHARACTERIZED MAIN 
DIVISION AS BEING BETWEEN THOSE ELEMENTS WHICH HAVE LONG 
CONTROLLED PARTY’S FINANCES AND YOUNGER PARTY ORGANIZATION 
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